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to succeed him at the end of the year. The situation
was a little complicated by the fact that the Master-
ship of Marlborough was vacant at the same time,
and that is the only post which I have sentimentally
ever desired to hold. I had been offered it rather
soon after I went to Shrewsbury and I had felt then
that it would be impossible to leave a work I had just
undertaken. That argument did not now apply, but
Eton had also very strong claims on my affection, and
I have never heard any Marlburian repine at a
decision which gave him Dr. Norwood.

I rendered no greater service to Shrewsbury than
in suggesting to my Governing Body the name of
Canon Sawyer as my successor. He was not an
original candidate, which lends point to a story which
he delights to tell. Having heard that betting was
rife in the school, he made inquiries immediately on
his arrival: the only scandal he was able to discover
was a large sweepstake on the appointment of the new
Head Master. He had been quoted at 15 to i as a
doubtful starter, and the boy who had drawn him
had sold him for eighteen pence. I think Canon
Sawyer felt that the culprit had learnt his lesson, and
no more was heard of it. On my appointment the
master who won a similar competition among the
staff defrauded them (I am told) of their promised
banquet: it was not for nothing that he was a man
of science.